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the wealth of authorities with which, generally by citation, sometimes 
by quotation, the author buttresses every position taken. He has 
resolutely determined to be fair and open-minded. But as to his 
application of this rigorous determination, the reviewer cannot escape 
the impression that in matters of larger interpretation he has leaned 
over backwards. Nevertheless, this work upon the Mexican War is 
the most noteworthy contribution ever made. Many a long day must 
elapse before any one will venture upon so prolonged an excursion 
into the field. In every attempt Mr. Smith's work must now be the 
starting point. For many it will also be the terminus. 

J. S. Beeves. 



Le Blocus Pacifique. By Horst P. Falcke. Translated into French 
from the German by Ant. Contat. Leipsig: Rossberg'sche 
Verlagsbuchhandlung. 1919, pp. 316. 

The work before us appeared in its original German text in several 
installments quite removed from each other, running from 1891 
to the year just past, the present edition being the first entire one of 
these several fragments. 

The author, for the first 222 pages of his publication, discusses 
the various affairs to which the name of "Pacific Blockade" has been 
attached, from the time of the Anglo-French-Russian naval interven- 
tion during the insurrection of the Greeks against Turkey in 1827, 
to the blockade of Vera Cruz in 1914 and of Greece in 1916-17. The 
details of all of these blockades are worked out by the author with a 
very great deal of care. "We do not know any work covering the 
subject anywhere with completeness approaching that of the author. 

The second part of the publication discusses the theory of Pacific 
Blockade with relation to international law, and its effects in the 
forms now practiced, concluding with an examination as to its prob- 
able development in the future. 

It is difficult to differ from the belief so often expressed by many 
writers that the expression "Pacific Blockade" is a misnomer; that 
in point of fact an act of war is meant. In every case it is safe to say 
war would be the result if the party against which the blockade is 
directed were sufficiently powerful to risk the issue. As it is, this 
sort of blockade is a method simply by which a stronger party uses 
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its strength to its own advantage while undertaking to side-step all 
responsibility for unfavorable effects upon neutrals. It presents a 
case where the stronger takes full advantage of its strength to be 
judge and executor. 

If the relations between nations were as civilized as they are within 
a community between man and man, the learning contained within 
this volume would be no more valuable than a treatise to-day upon 
the supposed rights of a master over his slave. As it is, probably we 
shall for a long time to come be compelled to pay attention to those 
aberrations of the human intellect known as the "laws of war," to 
which the subject-matter of this volume has a close relation. Pend- 
ing, therefore, the arrival of mankind at a state of real civilization, 
internationally, this work will have a value to its readers. 

Jackson H. Ealston. 



Mein Kriegs-Tagebueh. Volume II: Das sweite Kriegsjahr. By 
Alfred H. Fried. Zurich : Max Eascher Verlag. 1919, pp. 384. 

The second volume of Dr. Fried 's war diary coincides with the 
second year of the war. All the entries of this volume were made in 
Switzerland. It seems to have been his intention to go to Berlin in 
order to continue in person the publication of the Friedens-Warte, 
but the war spirit had become so bitter there that his friends feared 
for his safety and the plan was relinquished. Indeed, the publication 
was soon suspended in Germany and reestablished in Zurich because 
of the ever-increasing excisions by the censor. German writers ac- 
cused it of being subsidized by the Entente (p. 248). However, it 
seems to have had a wide circulation in Germany and Austria even 
after its removal, because the author gives us the running fire of 
controversy kept up in German newspapers upon articles writ- 
ten by himself, F. W. Foerster and others. Though a pacifist, he is 
never averse to a battle of the pen, and strikes out bravely against 
his enemies. Indeed, he points out that the pacifist ideal is not to 
eliminate strife, certainly not the conflict of opinion, but only armed 
conflict between nations, which leaves all nations the poorer (p. 156). 

What interests us most in these sketches is the author's method. 
Some striking event occurs, the bombing of Karlsruhe, for example. 
It is recounted at length by some German writer with comments on 



